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Fresh funding drives UK nanotechnology into global electronics 

industry 

 

Chilworth Science Park, Southampton, UK 

 

Nanotecture, the fast-growing nanotechnology materials company, is 

positioning itself for an IPO following third round funding of £3.6 million.  

 

The round includes £2 million from top UK nanotechnology investor Foresight 

Venture Partners who now have the UK’s two most advanced nano 

companies in their investment portfolio. Nanotecture’s patent protected 

technology will continue the rapid product development of the multi billion 

dollar consumer electronics industry. Other investors in the round include 

IP2IPO’s Top Technology, Quester, East Hill (USA) and the Artemis VCT.  

 

Nanotecture has created a novel way of controlling the architecture of metal 

films at nano-scale (one billionth of a metre). It is in talks with major 

Japanese manufacturers about how its patented technology can boost the 

power of batteries in mobile devices, while reducing their bulk. Development 

contracts and collaboration agreements have been signed with a number of 

leading companies. 

 

Chris Wright, CEO of Nanotecture, said: 

“The global market for mobile phones, PDAs and digital cameras could 

receive a boost if it harnesses Nanotecture’s nickel and carbon technology. 

The higher power densities of our ultracapacitors (devices which deliver 
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bursts of energy in short time periods) allow for more powerful but smaller 

batteries.”  

 

"The funding from some of the most experienced technology investors on 

both sides of the Atlantic is a strong endorsement for the company's future. 

It will allow us to bring some of the tested products to market much more 

quickly.”   

 

Bernard Fairman, Managing Partner of Foresight Venture Partners, added: 

“Nanotecture’s manufacturing approach has several important applications: 

in molecular filtration which will benefit the pharmaceutical industry; in 

designing sensors, which will help the auto sector; and, most immediately, in 

approaching the holy grail of consumer electronics: maximum power in 

minimum space.” 

 

“We believe that identifying technologies spun out of UK University chemistry 

departments is an important ingredient in demonstrating the success of the 

European venture capital industry.” 

 

www.nanotecture.co.uk <http://www.nanotecture.co.uk/>  

 

- ENDS - 

 

For more information please contact: 

 

Nanotecture : Chris Wright 07881 627299 

The Broadcast PR Business : Matthew Locke or Heather Fearfield 0208 297 

2004 

 

Editors’ Notes 

About Nanotecture <www.nanotecture.co.uk> 

CEO Chris Wright has many years experience in the management of engineering and 
technology businesses. In 2001 he was one of the team that established IP2IPO the 
AIM-quoted technology commercialization specialist where he was CEO. He joined 
AEA Technology in 1991 to help facilitate their privatization, becoming Group 
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Operations Director in 1998. He had previous appointments with BOC, RHM and the 
Harwell Laboratory. He's a chemistry graduate from Oxford University. 
Nanotecture is a fast growing nanotechnology materials company. The company`s 
patented templating process enables it to make 3D structures with nanoscale (one 
billionth of a meter) architectures. These structures have unique properties which are 
different to bulk materials and importantly have characteristics not available from 
particle-based nanomaterials. Our nanomaterials exhibit substantial increases in 
effective surface area and as such enable significant performance improvements in a 
large number of applications.  
Based at Chilworth Science Park near Southampton, the team comprises mostly PhD-
qualified scientists operating in a purpose designed development facility 
They are developing products in the fields of power sources, sensors and filtration. 
Applications within these fields include ultracapacitors, high performance battery 
materials, gas sensors and molecular filters. Development contracts and 
collaboration agreements have been signed with a number of sector leading 
organisations in order to accelerate bringing products to the market place. Whilst 
focused on nanotechnology, this diverse portfolio of applications both increases the 
revenue earning opportunities and the chances of long term success. 

 

About Foresight Venture Partners 

Foresight Venture Partners is manager of the best performing venture capital trust - 
the Foresight Technology “O” share fund - which is now showing a total return** of 
£2.41 for every pound invested and paid a 52%** tax-free dividend in July 2004. 
The firm manages four Foresight VCTs with over £100 million in funds raised and is 
one of three advisers to TriVest VCT. The Foresight Technology "C" share fund has 
achieved three IPOs for its portfolio companies in the last six months: smartFOCUS, 
Sarantel and ANT. 
 
Foresight Venture Partners is a leading growth investor with a track record stretching 
back over 20 years. The firm's first institutional fund returned over £4.00 for every 
pound invested. It has managed many successful investments, including Sarantel, 
whose March 2005 float was 5 times over-subscribed. Its first VCT won the “Venture 
Capital Trust of the Year” award in October 2004 and the firm was one of 5 short-
listed nominees for the coveted BVCA Private Equity House of the Year title, 2005. 
 
**Total return: Net Asset Value plus historic dividends based on an NAV of £0.77 
and £1.65 paid out in dividends. Dividend of 52% based on 52p dividend and original 
issue price of £1. 
 
 
www.foresightventurepartners.com <http://www.foresightventurepartners.com/>  
 


